
 
 
 
Grandmother went halfway round the world 
 
Grandmother Mrs Mary Shallcross returned from her first family holiday abroad last 
week – after a journey which took her half-way round the world. 
 



Mrs Shallcross along with three of her grandchildren, her daughter and son-in-law 
made their trip of a lifetime to California, where they toured 2,000 miles by car along 
the west coast of America. 
 
Mr Tony Bamber, his wife Anne and their two boys, six year old Richard and nine 
year old David all of 56 York Street, flew to the Golden state on October 1.  Mrs 
Shallcross of 46 Poolside Road, and 12 year old roger Woodhead of 38 Woodall 
Drive, Runcorn also went along to sample the unforgettable United States. 
 
They flew from Gatwick to Oakland and travelled as far south as Tijuana in Mexico 
and as far north as Chico, where the last savage American Indian tribe was discovered 
50 years ago.  
 
POVERTY 
They saw poverty in Mexico, hustle and bustle in Los Angeles, and a melting pot in 
San Francisco, but whey hey returned to England they felt ‘desolate’.  Mr Bamber, 
who covered the 2,000 miles by car in a British made Jaguar, was so impressed with 
the American way of life he said he would seriously consider living in California – 
least of all wants to make a return visit as soon as he can. 
 
He said ‘The lifestyle and the weather are absolutely great.  I would love to see the 
American standards of tidiness, cleanliness and service in England, and the general 
attitude and friendliness of the people were tremendous.’ 
 
‘The quality of the roads leaves ours so far behind, but the driving habits and 
behaviour of the drivers was disgusting.’ He said his most hair-raising moment was 
when two juggernauts overtook his car on each side, apparently racing each other, and 
the car was moving from side to side caught in the slipstream in the middle. 
 
Mr Bamber, a senior income assistant with Runcorn Development Corporation added 
‘I was really amazed that their prices were equal to, if not better than ours, yet they 
are getting far better salaries than us.  Communication and travel is much easier, 
although television was absolutely rubbish and most places were saturated by 
commercialism.’ 
 
‘I would personally like to like there and I think it would be goods for the kids, but we 
would have to weigh up the problems of violence and other such things.  California 
was somewhere I always wanted to go and now I want to start saving up so we can go 
again.’ 


